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August, 2009
ROLLERCOASTERS

By Father David

What with the Merced County fair going on, there was a discussion in our home about rollercoasters. Naturally, the
younger set loves them, and we who are “of age” want to leave them in our past. Matushka got her fill of such things in our
recent trip to Lego Land; terror still seizes her expression when she recounts the never-ending drop in one such ride. |
personally graduated from adrenaline-based amusement park rides long ago. As a youth group director, | led several
carloads of adolescents to Magic Mountain. Trying to prove something, no doubt, | decided that | would “go for it,” and join
the teeny-boppers on even the most “rad” rides. What a great idea!

It's amazing: people actually pay money to make themselves that sick.

After a few rides | developed a headache, probably from whiplash, my neck aching a bit as well. Combined with the
other vagaries of pulling off such an outing—including lost kids and middle-of-the-night auto breakdowns—I repented.
Organize such madness | would, but I would not subject myself to its experiences. It was more than just the ups and
downs of such rides; it was the sudden twists and turns. That night, | couldn’t see the fun in them, and finally resolved,
“No more.” | tucked my clipboard under my arm and kept an eye on the kids for the evening.

Life in the Church can certainly seem like a rollercoaster: enjoyable for a while, but often causing pain later. We all know
the ups and downs as well as the unexpected turns. We know the headaches, and perhaps worse. After a while, we may
feel like just getting off and looking for the exit—as if we were in an amusement park with rides gone bad.

Yet, the Church is not an amusement park. Rather, the church is the place of salvation, the place where we all “work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for God is at work in you...” (Philippians 2:13). That “you” is in the plural:
St. Paul meant all of those Philippian Christians—together!—are to work out their salvation. We must do the same,
though we be fussy individualists and struggle with the nature of Christian community. In the Body of Christ we learn to
love by dealing with the reality of one another. That sort of thing is hardly the stuff of amusement or entertainment.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was an underground Lutheran pastor and martyr in Nazi Germany. While leading a “catacomb”
seminary he wrote a small masterpiece of sermons called Life Together. In it he strikes hard again false ideas of church; it
is not at all what he calls a “wish-dream” of church life: “it is the grace of God that comes and shatters our wish-dream of
community, so that we may know true community.” Bonhoeffer may have been a desert father of the early church on that
one, for he echoes their warnings to those early monks to resist all temptation to go “monastery-hopping” or “father-
hopping.” The urge to bail out is not at all new in the Church. The problem then, as now, is actually within us: our own
passions jerk us around, though we want to blame others. The all-too-real context of true Christian community allows such
brokenness to surface so that we can begin the hard work of being healed by Christ. And if we end up moving on, our
wounds always and inevitably accompany us to the next destination. The cycle will repeat until we deal with them and allow
the healing of the gospel of Christ to touch that agonizing hurt.

The next time you feel jerked around by life in the church, hang on. Our Lord is present in His Body, working His
mysterious healing. The problem isn’t “out there,” nor “somebody,” but our hearts. We are being changed from the
inside-out, as we are so aware in this month of August, in which we celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord. Let us
embrace this task and challenge to learn and be the love of God in our church community.



August, 2009 Page 2

The Proclaimer

Life Together

Sunday, July 26t after services

Special Sunday
Fellowship

After Divine Liturgy, we go to Pattee and
John Russell Curry’'s Home for Food & Fun

The folk of our little mission have been working
hard, especially of late, and it is now time to enjoy a
time of fun and fellowship! In particular, we are grateful
to God for a successful Fireworks Stand for this year's
Fourth of July. Therefore, on Sunday, July 26, after the
Divine Liturgy and the usual prayers, all are invited to
go directly to Pattee and John Russell-Curry’s home
and enjoy food and our brotherhood in Christ! (On this
day only, there will be no usual “Coffee Hour” at the
Mercy Education Annex on Canal Street.)

The address of the Russell-Currys is 2068 Teak
Avenue, Merced, CA 95348. Their telephone number is
725-0147. Their email address is
russellcurry@sbcglobal.net

Directions from church:

1. Head north on M Street.

2. Turnright (east) on Olive Ave. and go
about 1.5 miles.

3. turn left (north) on Parsons Ave.

4. turn right on Teak; their home is on the
right hand side of the street.

g g é § - 11 Portal D

Coumbatve; € B F O [ manily &

: 8 ; EoBg LAVE oo, 5

Merced Mail i S H g
Center Faitfield Dr @

W Alexandef Ave  E Alexander Ave
Pamela Ct Hansen Ave

] weybumon
1) paopan
0 uen
1q piojpag

Fundraising Efforts

4" of July Fireworks
Stand Yields Fruit

Second time’s the charm for fundraising
effort that disappointed last year.

After much soul searching, in addition to a good
deal of investigation and deliberation, our mission
decided to try selling fireworks again this year. Last
year's efforts, while producing a good deal of fellowship
and camaraderie as everyone pitched in, yielded almost
no real net income. To say the least, that was a great
disappointment to many, especially our Parish Warden
Petar Magazinovic, who pioneered the effort for us.
Petar had a good deal of positive experience with
fundraising with Fireworks in his years as a teacher and
school club sponsor. However, through no fault of
anyone in the church, in 2008 we ended up with a poor
stand location and equally poor support from our
fireworks provider.

Happily, that disappointing experience did not keep
folks from trying again: this time with a new company
and much better location on Bellevue Road in Atwater,
near “Five Corners.” In addition, Petar, who bore too
much of the work last year, was helped by Kristine Doiel
and Matushka Karen. As a team, even our small
mission was able to staff the stand well. Even when the
temperatures rose, enough people came to unload the
truck of our inventory, and in no time all was counted
and put away. In addition, Joseph Czyzowsky went the
extra mile by providing (as he did last year) a wonderful
generator and lights so that we could do business deep
into the evening.

Though business was slow in the first few days,
things picked up later, especially on the 4t of July. Our
net proceeds were around $4,000 this year!
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Help for our Mission

Diocese Agrees to Loan to
Cover Construction Debt.

As of Press Time, Escrow Begun

One of the great challenges of our life as a Mission
is the debt that we incurred even as we halted our
construction project. The debts, resulting from our
desire to achieve a lockable building and belated
billings, led to subsequent liens and a lawsuit. The
lawsuit was resolved with a court approved settlement
giving our Mission 18 months to sell or forfeit our land
and building.

In the meantime, the Diocese of the West (DOW)
successfully sold a valuable piece of property in Marin
County—St. Eugene’s Monastery, late home of the
Monastery of St. John. With the proceeds of this sale of
property, the Diocese was able to not only assist our
mission in our financial straits, but also two
monasteries.

This loan assistance has been discussed and even
approved for some time by His Grace, Bishop
Benjamin, in consultation with the Diocesan Council.
Legal arrangements needed to be made by the DOW to
create a kind of corporation within the Diocese.

The loan amount will be finalized in escrow, as all
our mission’s construction and legal debts will be
accounted for. The final amount of the loan will likely be
over $250,000. There is no official time-limit on the loan
repayment, though there will be an official interest rate
of 9%. In the meantime, there is hope that the real
estate market will improve so that we will get a decent
price for our investment. Our property has been on the
real estate market for nearly two years now.

We rejoice that God has enabled our mission to pay
our debts and preserve, as best we can, our investment
in the land and building on Old Lake Road.

Cross-Cultural Outreach & Mission

Charity and David Thatcher Jr.
Minister to Orphans &
Homeless in Baja CA

Project Mexico & St. Innocent Orphanage

This spring, Mexico became infamous for two
frightening problems: the spread of the so-called Swine
Flu, and the kidnapping and even murder of citizens of
the United States by frustrated Mexican drug lords and
gangs. In the midst of such things, the plans for a
mission trip to Baja California by the Furnace Youth
Group, a joint teen ministry of St. Peter the Apostle
Serbian Orthodox Church in Fresno and our own
church, began to unravel. In spite of the fact that many
of the fears about the flu and the drug gangs were
exaggerated, the trip was cancelled/postponed.

In spite of such things, Charity Thatcher continued
to pursue her dream to be a summer intern at Project
Mexico. Her previous one-week long mission trip to
Project Mexico gave her a heart for mission and
outreach amongst the homeless families and orphan
boys in this deeply troubled region. Completing her
freshman year at Biola University in La Mirada, CA,
Charity made her application to be a summer intern and
was accepted. Of course, she had to raise funds to do
so, but by God's grace that was easily accomplished.

On the other hand, David Thatcher, Jr. was
frustrated by the cancellation of our youth group’s
mission trip to Project Mexico. Gathering together the
tattered remnants of the Furnace’s mission team, David
and friend Sophia Olson put together a new team and
proceeded to raise the necessary funds.

Both Charity and David are home again, and both
found their experiences of Christian outreach and
mission to be not only fulfilling, but life changing. Be
sure to ask them about their respective journeys. They
are very grateful for everyone’s support.
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WOrship

August 6: The Feast of Transfiguration
August 15: The Feast of the Dormition

Seasons of Transfiguration &
the Dormition Times of
Special Blessings

The Blessing of Grapes & Fruit and the
Blessing of Flowers & Seeds on t/e
Sunadays After these Great Feasts

The Orthodox Church is, par excellence, a Church
of blessing: from our homes to our cars, and from
apiaries to fishnets, all of life is sanctified by our
precious Faith as the priest comes and asks for the
blessing of God upon our lives.

The month of August has two Great Feasts of our
Church year that are particularly associated with the
blessing of specific aspects of our lives in this world. On
August 6 we celebrate the Great Feast of the
Transfiguration of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus
Christ. Transfiguration means change—mystical,
spiritual change of our lives by the glory of God in
renewing all of creation, beginning with us as the
children of God. We are always, of course, celebrating
mystical change of the everyday stuff of our lives in the
sacraments of the Body of Christ. Bread and wine are
consecrated, and become for us the very Body and
Blood of our Lord in his resurrection life. In the spirit of
these things, in the Festal season of the of
Transfiguration, we bless grapes and “the fruit of the
vine” and tree. It is our custom in this mission to do the
blessing of fruit on the Sunday after the Feast of
Transfiguration, which this year is August 9—also the
Feast of St. Herman of Alaska.

Please bring your fruit of all kinds to church on
Sunday, August 9, for this special blessing.

In addition, the Feast of the Dormition of our Lady,
the Most-Blessed Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary, is
about her “falling asleep” or death. This is the most
important feast day about Mary in our Church year.

As Father Alexander Schmemann (of blessed
memory) said, Mary is not so much “the great
exception, but rather the great example.” She is fully
one of us: one who, though she had a special role to
play in salvation history and gave birth to God in the
flesh, also needed salvation from her Son. Therefore,
she is in a sense the first Christian, the chief of the
saints.

This is true even in her special death, or Dormition;
here something of our Christian lives is revealed. After
her death, Mary’s body was assumed into heaven and
she entered into the fullness of the resurrection life of
her Son. At death believers are buried in the ground
awaiting the promise of the Second Coming just like
seeds are planted awaiting to burst forth into life. The
Mother of God was spared this wait. Rather, she
immediately burst forth to share in that glory which
awaits all the righteous. Mary is called the Flower of
Incorruption because she has already bloomed forth like
a flower into the glory of the Heavenly Kingdom.

Therefore, it is our custom to bless flowers and
seeds on the Sunday after Dormition: this year, August
16. Please bring your flowers and seeds to church on
this day to be blessed at the end of the Divine Liturgy.

The Dormition Fast

is one of

Four Major Fasting Seasons
of the Church Year.

It is 14 days long.
It begins on August 1.
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Pictures from Charity Thatcher’s internship and
David Thatcher’s mission trip to Project Mexico.
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